MICHAEL LOKTEFF
Life Dedicated to God

«For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works that God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in
them. » Eph. 2:10

Michael Danilovich Lokteff was born into a
Christian home on July 16, 1937 in Kulja,
China. His parents fled Kazakhstan in 1930 to
escape persecution and oppression of
Christians. Their mill was confiscated, and his
grandfather was placed in concentration
camp. This was a difficult time; they had to
flee in the cover of the night. The people who
helped the families to escape did it for money,
but if they were caught, they would have been
executed. While fleeing, they tried to hide off
the grid so that they would not be noticed. All
that they could take with them was their
children and a few necessities transported by
| the horse. The father, mother and Lydia, a

toddler at that time, traveled along the stream
in a carriage. When the horse stumbled, the little one fell into the water. Since it was
the night, the parents did not notice anything. When they came to the border, they
noticed that the child was not there. The accompanying people were rushing them
because they wanted to cross the border by sunrise, but the father returned to look
for the daughter. By God’s mercy, she was found safe and sound, and joyfully played
in the stream.

By sunrise they successfully crossed the border. They lived in a small town of Kulja
for 15 years.

After China became Communist, about five thousand Russian immigrants fled to
Shanghai, which took a few months. The food was provided through gathering it in
the forest and hunting game and was prepared on the fire. They traveled through



the forest not to be noticed by the Russian soldiers who intercepted the refugees

and returned them to the Soviet Union, into Kazakhstan. Upon their return, many

were deported to prisons and camps in Siberia, and only a few lived through those
severe conditions.

The Chinese were kind to Russian refugees. When Russian regugees were traveling
through big cities, they stayed with the American and the English missionaries. The
traveling caravan had about 20 families. Upon their arrival to Shanghai through the
International Refugee Organization (IRO), the refugees appealed to the United
Nations (UN) for help. Out of all of the world’s countries, only the Republic of
Philippines with their President Elpidio Kirino agreed to accept Russian refugees but
only for 4 months, which was extended to two years.

The refugees were transported on the war ships to the Philippines’ island Tubabao,
which had a war base of the U.S. They lived on an island in a tent village
approximately from 1949-1951. When the military exercises were over, the
American army left the island and left everything behind: produce, books, and
movies. The refugees had a good supply of provisions for a while. Children ages 12-
13 got exposed to an American culture through the movies that were left behind.
They really liked the westerns.

Among the Russian refugees, there were educated teachers who organized a Russian
school where children could learn Russian language in addition to English.

Peter Grigoryevich Omegin (whose real last name was Shelokhvostov, but he
exchanged it for Omega or Omegin, because his last name was hard to pronounce in
English), helped the Lokteff family to find a sponsor in the States. Having received
the permission to move to the United States, they moved from Philippines to San
Francisco.

They traveled on the war ship for about 10 days, during which they found out what
seasickness is the hard way. In San Francisco the local Christians and church pastor
Peter Potlov greeted them. After some time, the Lokteff family moved to
Sacramento where P. G. Omegin was waiting for them.

This is what Michael Danilovich says about their life in the States.

“I was 13 when we arrived to the States. We ended up in Bryte Church which is
now in West Sacramento. Two Orthodox teachers came to our church and
offered us to start a Russian school, which would have taught only grammar



and not religious issues. Because we moved from one country to another, we
were uneducated. We went to school to learn Russian.

At 13, | went to the Junior High and studied English; | already knew some
English because we studied it in Philipino. | continued learning English with
ease. | graduated from High School and studied to become a teacher. At that
time, there was war between the United States and Vietnam. | was not drafted
because | was a student. After finishing my education | was hired as an English
and Art teacher. | was working in the Washington High School. | also enrolled
to a university and after graduating, | worked as a teacher for about 18 years.

When we came to Bryte Church, Pastor Omegin P. G. greeted us. The Church
was very small and we began to build a new one. We received assistance from
the Southern Baptist Convention. Brother Zabudskiy arrived from Shanghai and
began children ministry; he was very loved by the children.

Omegin P. G. established a church in Sacramento and was its pastor before
Karpets F. P. The pastors at Bryte Church changed many times because of their
relocation to other places until my father Daniil Terentyevich Lokteff became
the head pastor.



New people arrived, and the church began to grow. The church was musically
gifted because we had 2 conductors who both played the piano. My two
brothers took American wives and went to English-speaking churches. | loved
our congregation and remained in a Russian church. | was a Sunday school
teacher and in charge of singing in the church, and was elected as the Youth
President in the PCSBA for four years. | did not want to become a pastor; | felt
that this is not my ministry, but teaching children is my calling.

My uncle, Michael Terentyevich Locteff opened a Christian Broadcast Station in
1960, which was called “God Calls”, and | was fully involved in this ministry.
After work | drove to the studio, recorded sermons of N. Vodnevskiy,
Kuzmenkov, and other preachers.

In 1960 | married wonderful and humble girl Nadyezhda Omegina. God sent
me a wonderful, lifelong helpomate, who shared my labors and helped me in all
things. She took the full responsibility for raising four children. After work |
came home for dinner, and then left to the studio. As a wife and mother, she
took care of all of the household responsibilities.




Lodi, which is a small town located not far from Sacramento had a small
Christian radio station which reached Sacramento. It was an international
station. | met all of their employees and offered our Russian program for
broadcast. We brought cassettes with recordings of our preachers to the
studio, which charged a fee of $30 per month for broadcast. The program was
aired once a week on Sundays. We had the desire to reach those Russians who
are outside of the church. This ministry continued for about 10 years until this
station was closed down.
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In 1964, our family went through a tragedy, which made the national news.
My wife’s older brother Benjamin, who was a pilot and seminary student,
came to Sacramento for the summer. During this time, Billy Graham Crusade
came to Fresno. Benjamin rented a small plane and offered to take a few
young people, including my younger brother, and went to Fresno. After the
crusade, they never made it back home. Both the government officials, as well
as our families organized an emergency search and rescue. There were no
traces of the plane or its passengers. It is hard to describe what we felt during
this time.



After 32 years, one hiker in the mountains of Reno saw something shiny far in
the distance. Being intrigued, he went to the spot and found the remains of the
plane, human remains, and someone’s paperwork. Finally, we were able to
find out what happened to our relatives.

Surprisingly, the tragedy that we experienced united our families even more so
that we became much closer to each other than before.

In 1971, brother Efimov A. with his wife and Romanov spouse visited a few
churches in Russia. Since Communists were in authority during this time, they
were watched as international tourists who visit Baptist churches. During their
visits to churches, they would serve by preaching and singing. Having
discovered their participation, the government officials cut their vacation short
and sent them out of the country.

In 1972, Brother Efimov A., Romanov K., and Vodnevskiy N., opened the “Word
to Russia” Mission, which is active today. The main goal was and is to this day:
“To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to teach those who are near and far
to obey the commandments of God.” From the organization of this mission, |
ministered there as a volunteer.

Over the course of our work in the mission, we helped the Christians in Russia,
who suffered because of their faith in God. In 1980, A. Efimov and K. Romanov
offered me to form a group of Americans and
go to Russia. A group of 25 people was formed
with me as a guide. Nadyezhda’s and my
luggage was extremely precious — suitcases
with Bibles and money in my socks. This money
was meant for the underground printing press,
which serves in the worst possible conditions,
24/7. The Christians, who ran this printing
press, were dedicated to their ministry and gave
their life to God; despite the great danger, they
printed Bibles and New Testaments and spread
them around the Soviet Union.

When we arrived to Moscow, we went through customs. | was extremely
nervous but had faith that God will help us. As my turn came, the customs
official with a sense of irony asked me: “What does such a small person



transport in such a big luggage? Probably Bibles, isn’t it?” | told him that | have
many relatives here and | am bringing them gifts, which really was the case.
However, | was thinking to myself “He will want me to open the luggage”.
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The athletes, who were behind us, started to voice their irritation at me
stalling; they were late to their sports event. The customs official told me: “Go”
and even pushed me out without checking. That is how | smuggled this
valuable luggage under God'’s protection into Russia. Everything that |
brought—money and Bibles, | entrusted to the reliable hands to distribute one
part in Moscow, and the other in Kiev.

The main goal of the tourist group was to visit big Baptist churches in some of
the Russian and Ukrainian cities. We visited the church in Moscow on
Malovuzovskiy, in Kiev, in Leningrad, and other cities. Everywhere we went, we
saw that there was no freedom for Christians. Wherever we went, we had to
be careful, because we were followed. Upon my arrival to Moscow, | set a
schedule to run about 30 minutes every morning. During the hotel registration,
I informed the porter about that. One day, as | was jogging in the park located
close to the hotel | heard a familiar song “Podmoskovie Vechera”, which



pierced my heart. | stopped to listen to a beautiful melody of the bells and
cried. | learned this song with Russian ladies who came to study to Davis, CA. |
did not know that this song was very popular in Russia. Something touched me
very much in that moment. | was filled with so much love to these people, | had
a desire to serve these people, and | asked God: “Lord, how can | serve these
people?”

When we were in Kiev, | visited a church where G. P. Vince was a pastor.
During my short sermon, | saw a woman who came into the church. This was a
woman who was working as a janitor at the hotel where we were staying.
Once she told me that | am not like everyone else, | always smile despite the
fact that life is full of difficulties and problems. | explained to her that | was a
Christian and that my joy was in the Lord. | also invited her to church telling her
that Christians are very kind and good people. In response, | heard: “Good?
They sacrifice their own children!” She was now here at the church. After the
church service was over, she approached me and said, “It’s a lie then what
people say about Christians. These are such wonderful people! If my family will
allow me, | want to attend these services”.

During this trip | was given a Christian magazine, which is illegally printed.
When | was returning home, the customs workers found this magazine. They
checked all my paperwork and told me “You are suspicious: born in China,
moved to America, speak Russian”, and after extensive talks, they banned me
from entering the Soviet Union in the future.

After my return home, some time has passed and | was offered to be a director
of the mission because brother A. F. Efimov was transitioning to minister
among the Jews in San Francisco. The desire of the founders of this mission
was to have the Word of God in every house behind the “Iron Curtain”, that is
what we called the Soviet Union. We prayed for God’s help, and saw His hand
in the support that we received. At first, the KGEI studio offered help through
the radio broadcast. Nikolay Vodnevskiy, who was a friend of Aleksandr Efimov
one of the mission’s founders, wanted to participate in the ministry with his
talents as a poet and article writer. During this time, the “Word to Russia”
Mission began establish “Help to Alcoholics” Program, through the radio
station of Alaska, and Olga and Anatoliy Kuznetsov began to record the
children programs “Pages of the Bible”. Radio stations on the island of Saipan,
Kito-Ecuador and Trans-World Radio offered their time to broadcast our



programs. This was the beginning of our ministry. Our small church of Bryte
greatly supported this ministry financially. | had to leave my job where | had
medical insurance and income. My wife agreed that | should minister in full
capacity. | also had to leave the conductor’s ministry at the church. | began to
visit American churches with presentations of our ministry, as well as collecting
financial support for this ministry. My wife worked for a minimal wage but
never complained. After a few years, she received a position in the office, that
helped immigrants to come to America.”

Currently Michael Danilovich serves at “Word to Russia” Mission. Despite a huge
load of ministry, he is a caring husband and exemplary father of four - three
daughters and one son.

Ministering to a great number of people through the “Word to Russia” Mission, radio
broadcast to children, opening of studios in the former Soviet Union and radio
broadcasts there, distribution of CDs and DVDs with recordings of Christian
programs, 24/7 internet streaming, help to the Uzbek and Georgian nations in
printing of Bibles in the native language, support of the Israeli Rehab Center, - this is



only a small list of things that the “Word to Russia” Mission accomplished during the
time when Michael Danilovich was in leadership.

As a restless minister, he is an example of what can a person accomplish if he is
resolved to be completely obedient to God.

Emily Guseva

August, 2018
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